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“FROM INDIAN DAYS 
TO SPACE DREAMS” 


We Didicate This Centennial History aa 


L Of Scandia 
(New Scandinavia) 
To 
The Pioneers of the Scandia Community just a few 


of the many men of America’s past, who came from their 


native lands to build America into the great country it is 
today, building her economic foundation with the 


strength of their hands, and furthering her heritage of 


democracy with the ideals and standards of their minds 


and souls. 


| This history was compiled by Mrs. Homer Cardwell, 
(years 1868 to 1900); Mrs. Joseph Johnson, (years 1900 
to 1930) ; and Mrs. Raymond Cooper (1930 to 1960). 


Ao a an SN mrcape tt Ne 


KARLY FLAG HISTORY IN KANSAS 


Our flag history west of the Mississippi River had a very interesting 
and peaceful beginning. We need to emphasize the importance of an early 
event which took place in the area later known as Republic County. This 
peaceful event perhaps prevented a bloody conflict with the Spaniards later 
on. Although the United States had purchased all the territory west of the 
Mississippi except Texas, Cali-ornia, a portion of Oregon, the Gadsden ter- 
ritory and Alaska, the Spanish flag was still Sailing in the breeze over 

' Pawnee Village. The French agreed to sell this vast area for $15,000,000 
and it became known as the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, during Thomas 
Jefferson’s administration. Napolean said “I have given to England a mari- 
time rival that will, sooner or later, humble her pride.” 


“Two years and two months after the Lewis and Clark expedition had 
fone up the Missouri, another expedition under the command of Lieut. 
Zebulon Montgomery Pike - - was ordered on a mission - - fraught with 
more important consequences than he could have imagined. 


“Pike’s party reached Pawnee Village, September 25, 1806 - - Its leca- 
tion is on portions of section 2 and 3, township 2, range 5, west of White 
Rock township, Republic County. Kansas (four miles west and eight miles 
north of Scandia). The spot was made memorable. Pike had but sixteen 
white soldiers - - but they overawed the sullen and hostile village. He met 
in council 500 Pawnee warriors. He found the Spanish flag flying from a 
pole in front of the council lodge and he ordered it lowered, and the Amer- 


ican flag raised in its place. It was done and the Stars and Stripes, for the 
irst time was given to the Kansas breeze.” 


Nearly a century later, on July 4 1901, a big celebration was held at 


Pawnee Park. That Thursday was a great day for this section of Kansas. 


It is memorable for patriotism, heat, and rain. It was the warmest day of 


the year, the breaking of the drouth. The governor of the State of Kansas 
and other distinguished guests arrived the previous day and were guests 
of Mrs. George Johnson at her commodious country residence. It was estim- 
ated that there were 12,000 to 15,000 people on the grounds. The exercises 
opened at 11 o’clock. George Martin, secretary of the State Historical Society 
introduced Senator R. B. Ward as president for the day. He presented J. C. 
Price, president of the Pawnee Republic Historical Society, who in the 
name of the society, and in behalf of Mrs. Johnson, presented to Governor 
Stanley a deed to the eleven acres comprising the site of the Pawnee Village 


which is located two miles southwest of Republic or four miles west and 
eight miles north of Scandia. 


Today, this ll-acre tract is a state park and a monument marks the 
spot where the Stars and Stripes first graced our beloved Kansas. 
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Kansas - - the first one hundred years. What a story! The State’s 
history of yesterday, today, and tomorrow, is brimful of romance, glamour, 
history, and adventure. 


This century constitutes a wonderful experience and likewise covers 
a period of very interesting history. To retrace these years would be to 
connect the wonderful present with the times long ago when the country 
around Scandia was still a wilderness. 


In spite of the adverse reports given by all early travelers over the 
Xansas prairies, the founders of Scandia had faith in the rich, black soil, and 
the fine water and timber of the Republican valley. 


The townsite of Scandia is perhaps the mest interesting historically of 
any place in the county. Years ago it was the seat of the Pawnee Republic- 
an Village and was covered by hundreds of lodges. Here the warriors and 
braves gathered around the council fires and did the war dances. 


The Indian lands were purchased by the government and the Indians 
were moved to reservations. 


Members of the Scandinavian Agricultural Society organized in Chichago 
were the first settlers in New Scandinavia in 1868. They purchased twelve 
sections cf land frorm the government and came to make their homes along 
the Republican river. ‘ 


The Homestecd Law enacted in 1862 by the Congress of the United 
States opened Kansas land for settlement. It became possible for the head 
of a family cr a person twenty-one years of age to acquire, by settlement 
aid improvement, title to 160 acres of land. The only condition provided 
was the payment 0! a registration fee, improvement as a residence, and 
cccupation for five years. 


By 1870-71 people were coming to Kansas by covered wagon, walking, 
and cn horsebeck; and most of the homestead land was taken. 

The Kansas past is a story of great events as exciting and interesting 
as any novel. As early as 1510 Coronado, a Spaniard commanding an ex- 
pedition which marched .rom Mexico Northward in search of gold, silver, 
end precious stones, explored the region of Colorado, New Mexico, and as 
far east as Kansas, which he named Quivera - - Spain claimed all the land 
Coronado visited - - then known as the Great Piains Region. Napoleon, 
rier of France in 1800, persuaded Spain to return Louisiana, the above 
Iecntion region, to France! When Thomas Jefferson was president, the 
United States paid France $15,000,000 for the territory of Louisianna. 

In May, 1804, Lewis and Clark explored this territory. Later in 1806 
Jefferson sent Zebulon Pike with 22 soldiers and French guides to explore 
the land. Pike and his men pzssed through this part of the State and plint- 
ed the “Stars and Stripes” to float in the breeze over the state of Kansas 
for the first time. 

Kansas was a part of the Louisiana Purchase. It was a part of the 
Missouri Territory until 1821 and then remained unorganized until the 
Kansas-Nebraska Bill o° 1854 formed the territories of Kansas and Nebraska. 

Because of the conflict between the free-and the slave-state fact‘ons, 
Several conventions were held. At the fourth convention the Wyandotte 
Constitution, which is today the foundation of our government, was written. 
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Kansas, the 34th state, was admitted to the Union on January 29, 1861, 
prohibiting slavery. 


The legislature of 1860 defined the boundaries of Republic County 
which still exist today, and gave it the name Republic, by reason of being 
the first county into which the Republican River enters Kansas. 

The river was named for the “Pawnee Republic,” a principal division of 
the Pawnee Indians, who had villages located on the banks of the river. 


Republic Counnty is located in the north tier of Kansas counties in the 
North Central section of the State. It is bounded on the north by Nebraska, 
on the east by Washington County, south by Cloud and west by Jewell 
County. It is thirty miles in width from east to west and twenty-‘our miles 


long. It contains 460,800 acres and has twenty townships with thirty-six 
sections per township, 


The highest elevation in the county is 1640 feet above sea level near 
the Nebraska line and the lowest point 1320 feet located about two and one 
half miles west of the southeast corner of the county. Tne county is quite 
Well-watered by streams in nearly every township. The Republican River 
is located in the western part of the county, fed by numerous creeks. 


Governor Samuet Crawford located the c 
at Pleasant Hill in school district IND a2 
missioners and a County Clerk. In the November election, 1868, county 
officers were elected. After an electicn to decide on the permanent county 
Seat, the struggle between New Scandinavia and Belleville was ended. 
Belleville became the county seat of Republic County in 1878. 


ounty seat of Republic County 
He appointed three County com- 


Daniel and Conrad Myers were the first settlers to locate in what later 
became Republic County. They made a settlement on February 28, 1861. 
John Myers, a cousin, came with them put did not take up a claim. He died 
in April, 1861, being the first resident of the county to die. 


The Myers family came {rom Cedar Rapids, Iowa. They were the first 
to break prairie in March 1861. The population of the county was five. In 
1862 others came and it increased to 13 persons. The first white child born 
in thé county was, Lincoln, son of Daniel and Matilda Myers, On September 


15, 1861. Conrad Myers paid $2.98 taxes in 1864 for the 1863 taxes which 
were the first taxes paid. 


In 1867 Peter Moe built the first schoolhouse in the county. Margaret 
Tate taught the first school in the log cabin located in Jefferson Township. 


The great seal of the State of Kansas approved in 1861 
follows: The east is represented by the rising sun, in the r 
of the Seal: to the left of it commerce is represente 
boat; in the foreground agriculture is represented as the basis o: the future 
prosperity of the state by a settler’s cabin and a man plowing with a team 
of horses; beyond this is a train of OX Wagons going west: in the backgrcund 
is seen a herd of puffalo pursued by two Indians on horseback; around the 
top is the motto: “Ad astra per aspera.” And beneath a cluster of 34 stars. 


The circle is surrounded by the words: “Great Seal of the State of Kansas 
January 29, 1861.” 


, is described as 
ight hand corner 
d by a river and a steam- 


Between the period of 1861 when Ka 
the first settlers arrived in Scandia, 
been assassinated, and the Thirteent 
the slaves. 


nsas became a state and 1868 when 
the Civil War had ended, Lincoln had 
h Amendment adopted in 1865, freeing 
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Westward, Ho! and there they go, those sturdy pionneers of 1868. Ar- 
riving by train from Chicago, they set out from Junction City afoot through 
the wilderness and tall bui.alo grass for the land they had purchased from 
the government. ; 


During the sixties, land agents had painted a rosy picture of America 
to the people in the foreign countries. In the Scandinavian countries, the 
people feeling the natrow limits of the small countries and the lack of 
cpportunities there set their faces westward. 


Many of the Scandinavians came to Chicago. They remained there for 
awhile earning money for the westward push or to bring over wives and 
children left behind until they could establish some sort of home in America. 
These immigrants gathered together on a Saturday evening at first just to 
talk over old times, to exchange news and bits of gossip, and to discuss 
their plans for the future and the rich lands out West. 


Finally with the Nordic ability for cooperation, in 1868, they decided 
to organize formally into the Scandinavian Agricultural Society. The work- 
ing men deposited as much o: their earnings as they could possibly spare. 
The Society appointed -a committee to study the land in several states, 
especially Minnesota and Kansas. 


Kansas was the state selected and twelve sections of the best land on 
and near the Republican River were purchased. Each pioneer was to re- 
ceive twenty acres of land as well as a business and a residential lot in the 
town to be founded. 


The members paid the money into the company as they could -:- a $10 
admission fee was charged and $5 per month was paid for three months; 
a yearly fee was to be paid thereafter. The company was to pay the 
members at $1.50 per day for the first five years. The company went broke 
so the pioneers did not receive the wages promised them for the five years. 


After the Society was organized, a complete chart of the townships 
Was made and the businness and residential sections’ lotted and numbered. 
Two wheels bore the lot numbers and as they were spun Axel Ellingson and 
‘Miss Peterson (daughter of Oak Creek Peterson) drew from the wheels the 


. Humbers which were passed to Society members to decide the lot owners. 


The first party, a group of thirty, came by rail as far as Junction City, 
then overland by foot except for the wagons which carried their supplies. 
Among the early pioneers to come to Scandia were M. Johnson, Charles 
Lysholm, P. Wallen, John Lundeen, O. J. Strom, Frantz Granstedt, A. Berg- 
gren, Andrew Erickson, J. R. Sandell, Chas. Holmstrom and Peter Johnson 
according to the cnly early Republic County history by I. O. Savage. 


Others who were in the group according to an article in The Scandia 
Journal, were A. Floodberg, J. L. Gui, Thure Wohlfort, Larson, Bergsen, 
Wesson, Fromberg, Sjoberg and Johnson. All of the group that arrived 
in Junction City did not come in this first group. There were others who 
came at this time but whose names are not listed. Some of those listed 
did not come until the year of 1869. But at this centennial year we will 
eccept the records as printed because we have waited too long to record 
the authenic history. ; 


Nearly all of the settlers came from some large city and were masters 
of a trade or profession, more fitted to build an industrial city than an 
agricultural community. 4 
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These early settlers came from Junction City on a much-traveled road. 
It was Known as the Military Road, the Fort Riley to I’ort Kerney Road. It 
actually was made up of three roads and is some places four separate tracks 
ran parllel which were worn down to a depth of six inches to hub deep. 
It had been used by the “forty-niners” in the Gold Rush to California, by 


people from St. Louis to join the Oregon Trail, and by other wagon trains 
traveling west. 


This trail crossed today’s Highway 36, north of where the Lutheran 
church now stands. Maps of White Rock and Union township survey on 


display at the Scandia Library and Free Museum, show location of that 
trail in these townships. 


Andreas’ History of Kansas tells of a Mormon group attacked by Indians 
near the site of Scandia. Nineteen of the twenty pioneers were killed. The 
bodies were found a few days later by the soldiers and buried at the top of 
the hill. Triangular flag stones were put up to mark the graves. 


Before the Agricultural Society came to Scandia, the Indians had been 
giving the settlers near Scandia a great deal of trouble. In August, 1868, 
Gordon Windbigler wag killed by Indians near the site that is now Republic, 
Kansas. The next year ater the settlers had arrived, in May, 1869, Malcolm 
Granstedt, a 14-year-old lad, was herding horses south of the Colony House, 


when a band of Indians came down the bluffs from the Northwest, killed 
the boy and took the horses. 


The first task when the pioneers arrived in Scandia was building shelt- 
er. The first homes were dug outs built in the hills, log and sod houses. | 


There was a need for protection from the Indian raids so the pioneers 
built the Colony House - - The Colony House was a frame structure with 


one large and two small rooms. Between a double row of two by six up- 
rights were placed six inches of rock. 


The large room contained the homemade table flanked on two sides 
by plank benches. The two rooms on the north were occupied by the men 
with families; Mr. and Mrs. Frantz Granstedt, August Malcolm and Bertina; 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Holmstrom and their children. When Mr. and Mrs. 
OU. J. Strom, Oluf and Pete came, the southeast corner of the main room 
was partitioned off by a curtain for their use. For the next family a small 


room was built on the outside of the house by the east door, where Mr. and 
Mrs. Wallen and Louisa lived. 


The Colony House was completed and occupied on Christmas Eve in 
1868 and was used for many purposes. But at that immediate time the 
building served as a protection against the Indians, who were a constant 
source of danger in those early days. Then, this valley was a favorite 
hunting and fishing spot for them and the Pawnee tribes h 
years buried their dead and centered their lives around th 
a few miles north of the Scandia settlement. 


ad for many 
e Pawnee Village, 


Scandia’s commercial life began soon after the first settlers arrived. 
The Scandinavian Society brought a sawmill for the Kansas colony. The 
machinery was shipped to Waterville, Kansas, where it was picked up by a 
government wagon and with the aid of five yoke of oxen was hauled to 
Scandia. The mill was established on the east side of the river just south 
of the old bridge. It was then moved to the Charles Nordwark homestead 


(now the Melby farm) and operated by Lars Ellingson and R 


asmussen 
brothers in 1870. 


Later it was moved 34% miles south and in 1871 moved 
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back to Scandia. That same year the saw mill was converted to a grist mill 
cnd Wm. Bell was miller. Others who operated or helped at the mill in early 
days were Jim Fuller, Andrew Erickson and Paul, Wm. Loring, and others. 


The mill was remodeled and improved in 1872 by the addition of a new 
bolting machinery, etc. The dam across the river one-half mile above the 
old site of the mill was built in 1876 at an expense of $5,000 and the mill 
was moved and rebuilt. Excellent waterpower was obtained with a fall of 
six feet. Leffel’s turbine wheel running four burrs (two for wheat, one for 
corn, the other for middlings) ground 150 barrels of flour per day besides 
corn and meddlings. The mill was a 20x40 feet structure, and two and a half © 
stories high besides the basement. The mill was successfully operated by 
C. F. Ericcson until it was destroyed by fire and never rebuilt. 


In order to travel west of the townsite, varied means of crossing the 
river were devised. The first method was fording with horses and wagons. 
Then in the spring of 1871 a ferry was started and was sent back and 
forth by means of a strong wire rope and poles to push the boat if the 
load was too heavy. However, high water in 1872 swept the ferry down 
stream but it was brought back to service immediately. A bridge was built 
and a toll collector appointed. In March, 1881, high water caused by an 
ice jam took the bridge out necessitating the use of the ferry again. That 
year a stock company was formed for the purpose of building another 
stronger bridge which was completed in 1882. 


The first railroad in Republic County was called the Atchinson, Repub- 
lican Valley and Pacific and the first train arrived in Scandia on December 
24, 1878. This was later called Missouri Pacific. The importance of a rail- 
road in the towns determined the growth. In 1881 Scandia buyers shipped 
in 275 carloads of merchandise and shipped out 350 carloads of hogs and 40 
earloads of cattle. The Rock Island made its first run into Scandia in 1888. 


When the railroad extended its tracks to the Nebraska state line, Swen 
Sherdahl brought a railroad loading station to the community between 
Scandia and Republic. By contacting the railroad officials he asked that 
they put in a siding on his farm. The grain, livestock, and other products 
of his farm and his neighbors was suf-icient to warrant the construction of 
such a station. They agreed to extend the line if he would donate the land 
and do the necessary grading, which he did. This line was constructed by 
the Missouri Pacific in 1880. A grain elevator was later constructed at the 
site along with a general store and post office py O. B. Strom. The village 
which developed was called Sherdahl in his honor. 


Mail service began in July, 1869, when a post office was established in 
the Colony House. The mail came up from Junction City once a week. E. 
H. Hanson was the first postmaster. The Scandia post office was the third 
one established in the county. The first rural routes were established in 
October, 1896, and by 1900, or shortly after, rural routes were started in 
Scandia. 


On July 7, 1870, a land office was opened at Concordia. It was here the 
pioneers went to {ile their claims on their homesteads. The Concordia office 
was consolidated with the Topeka office on February 28, 1889, 


The Belleville Republic was first published in Belleville in February, 
1871. Founded by A. B. Welder, it was the only paper published in the 
county for nearly two years. His first partner was Mr. Kirby. When it 
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looked as though Scandia would be the county seat, A. B. Welder moved to 
Scandia where he published the paper under the name of “Scandia Republic.” 
In 1878 it was purchased by L. R. Tibbetts and was published under the 
name of “The Republic County Journal.” After a period of changing editors 
and publishers (Wilson, Moore, Woodward, Page, Ware) in 1882 the name 
was changed to its present name, The Scandia Journal. In 1885 it was print- 
€d as a daily newspaper - the only daily ever published in Republic County. 


In 1892 the plant burned but with the assistance of friends, new equip- 
ment was purchased and a five column paper was published without the loss 
of a single issue. In 1895 A. B. Kimball purchased the plant and continued 
the publication until it was sold to Mr. Hill. Other newspapers were the 
Scandia Sentiniel established by Wm. Ketchum in 1881 but moved to Repub- 
lie City the same year; the Scandia Independent, a democrat paper, publish- 
ed in 1888 by Newton and Scott. 


In the summer of 1870 the Colony House was changed from a place of 
refuge to a center of knowledge; a three month subscription school was 
taught by 17-year-old Marie Young. After the district was organized qa four- 


room building was built. In 1880 a stone building was built on the hill in 
east Scandia. ; 


Education was important to the pioneers and soon schools were built in 
many sections. Among the early schools around Scandia were District 39, 
organized May 23, 1871; Miss Zuretta Rockhold was the first teacher in a 
dugout on Section 22; District 24 built a log cabin in 1872 and hired J. c 
Price as the teacher. A meeting on June 14, 1873, in District 88 resulted in 


establishing a school. Laura Cameron Was the first teacher in a rented log 


cabin ata salary of $18 a month. The first building in District 61 was des 
troyed by the big prairie fire in 1878, When it was half completed, all unus- 
ed material and the carpenter's tools were burned. Another building was 
built and Dave Johnson was the first teacher in 1879. 


District 42, a subscription school built in 1871, was the first school in 
Courtland township. District 91 was first held in a dugout and later a stone 
house was built on land donated by Andrew Erickson. The stone for the 
building was taken from his farm. It stood as a landmark for many years. 


The first store was built in the fall 02 1869 by J. R. Sandell, a building 
eight feet square. The stock of goods invoiced at $125.00. This was the 
first store started in Republic County. It was built a little south of the 
Colony House. The second business house was built by A. B. Whiting who 
kept a stcck of general merchandise. The third was Wilson Bros., Charles 
_ and A. D., who had a general store that was established in the spring of 1870 

The next was a grocery store by August Weld. A. T. Miller and Amos Coyle 
built a general merchandise store in 1870. 


The first drug store was established in the fall of 1870 by Amos Coyle. 
L. C. Hanson opened the “Hanson House” in 1870. It was the first hotel in 
Republic County. The Hanson House was destroyed by fire on October 22, 


1879, but was rebuilt the same fall and reopened in just three months from 
the date of the fire. 


The Valley House was operated by Clements. 


It would be dificult to name all the businessmen of this era. The ad- 
vertisements in Savage's History of ‘Republic County’ give the names: A. 
D. Wilson, Will King, and A. B. Wilder, attorneys at law; A. L. Whitney, 
manufacturer and dealer in harness and saddles; A. Keeler, dry goods, cloth- 
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ing, groceries and queenware - - will’ buy and Sell all kinds of country pro- 
duce; Theo. Hurtz, real estate and loan broker. C. W.:Gulick, the New York 
Store - dealers in general merchandise; and J. A. Mosher, Pleasant View 
Nursery. 


The Mosher Nursery was situated half way between Belleville and Scan- 
dia, 13 miles south of the southern border of Nebraska. In 1870 James 
Mosher filed on a tract of government land where he developed an exten- 
Sive nursery, planting 60,000 apple trees, following in the succeeding years 
with all varities of vines and shrubs that could be grown in the soil and 


climate of this section. The nursery was known all over the Sunflower State. - 


There were many large orchards in the community owned by Sherdahl, 
H. Otto and John Fulcomer. They produced over $1,000 worth of peaches in 
1883. 


J. L. Gui was the first in the implement and furniture business. P. D. 
Gardner had a line of furniture. During the years o. 1870 and 1880 there 
were five saloons doing business. One of the most noted was the Republican 
Valley Saloon ran by Geo. Morningstar and Son, Prop. Charles Laughlin 
had the first hardware store. L. C. Hanson was an early stock buyer. Dr. 
Taylor was an early, if not the first, doctor. Business jirms were J. L 
White, drugs and medicine; L. R. White, physician and surgeon; S. W. Gunt- 
er, land, insurance and loan agent; A. D. Wilson, attorney at law and land 
agent. He also was agent for steamship tickets. Everyone sometime or 
other had his picture taken by Joe Jeinings, the photographer. Aibro oper- 
ated the dray service; John Larson was the ice dealer. J. N. Loofburrow 
was the dental surgeon. Walt and Tom Ward had an implement shop and 
Weislogal a butcher shop. 


The first bank in Scandia was called the Farmers and Merchant's Bank 
d and opened in February, 1879, by McClum and Allison. Morey was the bank- 
er in 1883. From The Journal items we read “the brick work is going up 
rapidly. The new iron steps and railing have arrived and were being put 
in place. This bank building will be one of the most substantial and orna- 
mental of any in the county.” 


’ 


The First National Bank of Belleville was chartered as the First Nation- 
al Bank of Scandia August 23, 1887. The bank moved to Belleville in 1893. 


' During the first years in Scandia, religious services were held in the 

Colony House, schoolhouse, and varicus homes in the community. With 

| the establishment of better homes and the increase in number of settlers, 

| the colonists desired to organize into religious groups and established places 

o worship. The first group organized was the Amana Lutheran Church in 

4 June, 1873, with 38 charter members and Rev. Claus Chileen as the first 

‘pastor. In 1877 the first church was built at a cost of $1,000. The members 

| dug the rocks from the hills and the first church served the congregation 
for 33 years. 


The Methodist Episcopal Church was organized in 1877. A stone struct- 
ure, 30 by 50 feet was erected in 1877 from stones excavated from the hills 
near Scandia. Rev. J. B. Andersen, a skilled carpenter, was the first minist- 

| er and aided greatly in the buiid:ng of the first church. 


The date of the organization meeting of the Presbyterian Church was 
June 10, 1877. The congregation held religious services in the schoolhouse 
until their church was completed. In 1888 the church moved to the present 
location. 
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The American Methodist Episcopal Church was organized in 1883 and 
services were held in the Presbyterian Church. Later a church building was 
purchased and moved from Reynold, Nebr. to a location in the south east 
part of Scandia (now known as the C. O. Reece residence. It was then re- 
niddeled. 


The United Brethren Church was formed in April, 1894, and had more 
than 100 members at its organization. The church building was completed 
in January, 1895, at a cost of $2,000. 


New Scandinavia was located in Scandia Township, T3S - R4W in the 
section 17 and part o- the NW\% of section 16. The name was later changed 
to Scandia. The order of incorporation of Scandia as a city of the third class 
was made in March, 1879. The first election held in April, 1879, at which 
time A. D. Wilson was elected Mayor; C. W. Gulick, D. F. Longnecker, T. A. 
Wilson, L. C. Hanson, and A. B. Wilder - Councilmen; R. L. Whitney, police 
judge; A. D. Marble, City Clerk; Isaac McClure, Treasurer; and M. J. Sigsbee 
Marshall and Street Commissioner. At the first meeting of the council, Mr. 
Longnecker was appointed to confer with the Bland Book Manufactures 
and purchase a co!porate seal for the city. ; 


During the first year the council met every few days to take care of 
the business and make ordinances of which 17 were written and passed in 
1879. N. O. Wilke made a survey and map of New Scandinavia in 1870 
which is on file in the Belleville Court House. 


On December 16, 1879, D. F. Story was given permission to put a well 
in front of the city hotel on Cloud Street and place therein a force pump. 


The city purchased six street lights on March 9, 1880. It was the duty 
©* each resident where the lamps were placed to furnish the oil and keep 
them lighted on dark nights until 11:00 p-m. 


The soil on the upland in the Scandia communinty is a rich black yege- 
table mould, very fertile with a subsoil of porous clay adapted to wet or 
dry seasons. The river bottom land is very rich, containing quite a large 
Fer cent of sand. The temperature ranged from 31 degrees F to 115 degrees 
I‘, with an average rainfall of about 26.52 inches. The rainfall varies with 
years having wet and dry seasons. 


The southern part of the county is underlaid with coal. Paul Erickson 
was one of the early miners. He mined coal at Coal City but because of lack 
of proper machinery to pump water cut of the mine, he gave up this pro- 
ject. Paul, who had land and mining operations in Pueblo, Colo., helped to 
promote the Bessmer Steel Company. With his brother John they purchased 
a granite quarry known as “Turkey Creek Quarry.” The state capitol at 
Denver and the State Library at Pueblo were built of this material, 

A wind storm did great damage in 1873. The first tornado occurred on 
May 30,:1879. Mrs. Carrie Larson told of her parents’ home destroyed by a 
storm before it was completed. Again on May 26, 1880, history records a 
Very destructive storm hit in Republic County; another, June 24, 1894; June 
6, 1899; and May 6, 1900 

In 1885 storm warnings were received by telegraph from the east for the 
local area. Storm or cold wave -lags were hoisted atop the weather bureau. 
Forecasts were mailed to postmasters. Scandia received their forecasts 
from Concordia which was the second stat’on established in Kansas by the 
U.S. Signal Corps. In 1890 the bureau was >perated by the Weather Bureau 
Service and in 1891 it was put under the Department of Agriculture, 
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Some of the severe storms were the Easter blizzard of 1873. During the 
worst of the storm there was no Visibility and much livestock perished 
from suffocation, freezing, or lack of food and water. 


Corn has aiways been the principal crop in Republic County. The first 
e0rn was planted with a hatchet to cut a slit in the sod that had peen plow- 
ed with a sod plow. The corn was dropped in the sod and the fertile sod 
produced good crops. Wheat was proadcast and harvested with the scythe 
and flail. By 1872 there were 22,987 acres of corn planted with a yield of 
258,240 bushels. With better machinery in 1889 the acreage had increased 
to 201,131 acres and a yield of 6,514,061 busnels. The wheat acreage in 1900 
was 8,545 acres, With a yield 0: 161,308 bushels- 


Records of livestock in Republic County began in 1872 and we find 1500 
horses, 96 mules, 3242 dairy and 4,944 beef cattle and 1,232 swine. The num- 
ber of livestock increased to 12,607 horses, 1,413 mules. 30,280 cattle and 

2,819 swine by 1900. 


Another item of historical interest was the large herds of Texas cattle 
Criven through Kansas to market. After the buffalo had been killed by 
hunters, the grass grew waist high and made excellent pasture for the herds. 
Small or new-born calves were left behind as they traveled on. Many chil- 
dren were made happy as Emma Anderson (later Mrs. Chas. Isaacson) told 
her story about her calf. A neighoor found a calf on his farm - - which he 
Save to Emma because the family nad a cow and milk to feed the calf. She 
took care o- it and it became her cow. 


Pioneers planted Osage Orange trees, or hedge, as it was called, to pro- 
tect_their land from these cattle drives and also mark the boundaries of their 
jand. 


Every early town had a placksmith shop. The blacksmith was a 
mechanic who could make new machinery or skillfully repair the most in- 
Iricate machinery then in use. He could make a complete wagon or put 
spokes in a wheel that had been broken. He made sod plows and sharpen- 
ed plow shares, much of his work consisted of shoeing horses and oxen. 
larly blacksmiths were Ches. Lysholm, Gust Isaacson and Johy Brandstrom. 
Newell Cooper was a wagon maker, carpenter and farmer. 


Equally important was the Hvery stable. The livery stable did a big 
business because it was the only means of conveyance for the many travel- 
ing salesmen, or drummers as they were called, who made the territory as 
there was no train service in the early days. It was quite fashionable in 
those days for the young bachelor, and there were many, to hire a team of 
ponies and a buggy to take his best girl for a ride. Some of the men who 
ran the stables were Claussen, John Hemberger, Pete Miller and Herman 
Speldia. There were several types of conveyances: the buggy, spring wag: 
on, carriage, surrey, two-wheeled cart, and wagon. 


The pioneers read by the light of a homemade candle. A piece of cot- 
ton cloth was twisted into a ropelike wick. This wick was laid in a pie 
plate or saucer and covered with grease or melted tallow. Later, candles 
and kerosene lights were used. 

The water system was a dug well where a bucket was lowered On a 
“ope into the well, bringing the water to the surface. 

Some of the organizations of the early days were as follows: IOOF 
Lodge No. 165 instituted March 12, 1880; Lebanon Lodge, A.F. & A.M. No. 
221 organized under dispensation August 21, 1882, with S. W. Gunter as 
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Master; Orion Lodge No. 50, Knights of Pythias, organized on March 13, 1882 
with John Hamberger P. C.; Wallace Post 137 G.A.R. instituted November, 
1882, Charles Gulick, Commander; Rebekah No. 261, organized February 28, 
1894; Scandia Lodge 424, A.O.U.W. instituted June 29, 1900, W. B. Rhoads, 


P.M.W.; Scandia Camp 3720 Modern Woodmen started March 21, 1896, with 
George McBroom, V.C. 


Scandia Township was organized January 2, 1871. At the first election, 
April 4, 1871, Jacob Gui was elected trustee; Wm. Knoll, Clerk; A. B. Asb- 
journson, Treasurer; George Lembke, and William West, Justice of the 
Feace; Joseph McGowan and Lars C. Hanson, Constables. 


On June 25, 1884, a petition, signed by 85 qualified voters, was present- 
ed to vote bonds for $3,200 for purchasing the ground and erecting a city 
hall. The election was held July 15, 1884, and petition carried. The first 
entertainment in the new city hall was by “Boston Double Uncle Tom 


Cabin’s Troop.” A: council room for the City Dads was in the basement of 
the city hall. 


M. O. Lervold was the first to freight goods needed by the settlers 
from Waterville, the nearest point to a railroad then. It was the end of the 
Missouri Pacific at that point. Lervold brought many of the pioneer fam- 
ilies and their belongings to Scandia. In 1871 a stagecoach line was estab- 
lished from Hanover and points east to New Scandinavia and points west. 


Many of the homesteaders Were Civil War veterans. Protection from 


the Indians at one time was furnished by a garrison of 75 soldiers under 
the command 0° Colonel Weir. 


August, 1874, was the grasshopper year. Grasshoppers came, darkening 
the sky like a storm cloud. They ate every growing thing. Except for the 
potatoes which were underground and the Wheat that had been harvested, 
farmers had no crops. The East sent food and clothing to Kansas. 


The first long distance toll lines were built out of Belleville to Concor- 
dia, Scandia, Republic, and Sherdahl in 1900. At that time telephones were 


a miracle. How one could talk over a small wire to people a long distayce 
away never ceased to be a wonder! 
° 


Bands were very popular in the early days. Every gathering of import- 
ance had band music. Carstensen and Keeler had an orchestra band. This 
band played and Dad Allen “called off” at the dedication of the new brick 
building of Joe Jennings on November 29, 1883, at the Grand Thanksgiving 
Masquerade Ball. Schofield and Adolph Nelson had a band. The Scandia 
Cornett Band and many other bands were organized. A band stand was 
erected on main street and the band concerts each week grew big crowds. 


One of the greatest events in Republic County history was the Corn 
Carnival of 1899. Crowds of 12,000 to 15,000 attended the three day cele- 
bration in Belleville. The parade of floats was led by the Belleville and Clay 
Center Bands. Scandia’s foat was a great curosity. It was propelled by an 
unseen power which upon close examination disclosed a team Oo: mules en- 


tirely hidden from view. The design of the float was a large boat. Union 


Township’s float was unique in that it displayed an all horn chair made by 
Captain Wm. Daucy, which contained as many horns as he was years of age 
at the time he made it. 


Much progress had been made and people were enjoying better times in 
the Gay Ninties. The ladies wore full-skirted dresses with leg-of-mutton 
sleeves and high top button shoes. The Say young man wore a mustache 
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with long sideburns or a beard, high collars, tight pant leg, and the derby. 
Scandia had dirt streets, board sidewalks, hitching post, around the block, 
and kerosene lights mounted on posts. 


On June 23, 1876, a baby son, Charles Victor, was born in a dugout to 
Swen Anton and Emma Helena Johnson Haggman. Little did the people 
of Scandia realize how important Charles Victor’s arrival would become 


to them, to their neighbors, and even to their children and their children’s 
children. 


In 1889 Scandia, with a population of 800, had a number of attractive 
public buildings. The business houses were built of brick and stone with 
some frame buildings. The residential section included well built houses 
with well kept lawns and flowers. 


Many changes were made between 1868 and 1900. The sod and log houses 
disappeared and stone or frame structures took their place. Many of the 
homes were built of native stone. Some of the mansions were owned by 
Thure Wohlfort, Theo. Ostberg, John Hemberger, C. H. Herman, Ottos and 
others. 


Public roads were established by the government by section lines in- 
stead of cross country by the shortest distance. 


But the American farmer and laborer at the close of the century was 
earning his living in a way that had changed little with the years. The 
tools he.used were simple and ancient. For most tasks, however arduous, 
he could draw only on the strength of his own body or that of the horses 
and mules. His children studied by the dim light of a kerosene lamp, which 
his wife filled each day and washed the chimney. His wife was a slave to 
tle wood range and the washboard. The dark cellar full of jars, eggs, fried 
pork in lard was the farm refrigerator. Pumping water was easy compared 
to the chore o. lugging the buckets. Pumps had to be thowed in the winter. 


- Washday meant back breaking toil for wash water had to be Pumped, car- 


ried, and heated on the range. Flatirons were heated on the range and 
applied to clothes and linens before they cooled. A roaring fire had to be 
built even on 100 degree days. The parlor was a darkened room, opened 
only on state occasions. 


The organ, photograph and autograph albums were in every home. 
Young people provided their own entertainment, parties, dances, spelling 
bees and literary societies with debates and music. Mother stretched rag 
carpets on the floors, churned butter in the old stone chury, and hung the 
crock of butter in the well to keep it cool. She filled ticks with fresh corn 
husks or feathers for mattresses for the beds. Children wore asofoedita 
around their necks as a preventive for diseases; read from McGuw fey’s Read- 
ers and Walton books; took a bath in the wash tub on Saturday night. The 
Fourth of July was celebrated with a countrywide picnic, a barbeque, politi- 
cal speeches, someone reading the Declaration of Independence while the 
children enjoyed .ire crackers and pink lemonade. Sometimes there was a 
steam operated merry-go-round; rides were five cents or six for a quarter, 
and music was by a calliope operated by steam pipes. Space does not 
permit us to recall but a small fraction of Scandia’s history. ¥ 
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: 1900 - 1930 : i 


This the turn of the century! 


The early pioneer had accomplished a great work in the community 
which was known as Scandia. Mr. A. B. Kimball was editor of a SUCCCNEfUl 
weekly paper known as “The Scandia Journal.” 


Changes were taking place in all parts of the world. The stage was 
being set for a half-century of events which would bring untold hardship 
to mankind. However, the small town of Scandia and its growing youth 
did not realize that war clouds were gathering in the distance. They were 

_ quite care‘ree in a peaceful, happy and progressive community. Those were 
horse and buggy days-and in the winter-time, some sleighing. There were 
no good highways so when the roads were muddy, it was best to take 3 
team and wagon. But there seemed to be plenty of time for everything you 
Wanted to do. There were twenty million horses in America. 


The American newspapers had no comic or sports pages. Eggs were 
twelve cents a dozen, and potatoes Were thirty cents a bushel. Most homes 
had either a parlor organ or a player piano. No evening was long and 
lonesome when the family gathered around to play and sing the songs that 
they liked best - - often these were hymns which are still sung today. 


Then the family needed a beautiful team to hitch to the shiny two-seat- 
ed carriage so the entire faraily could go to town or church together. 


All meals were cooked on the cookstove, both winter and summer. 
Johnny and Susan breught in the wood and cobs. In the winter-time, Dad 
and big brothers cut down trees and made them into small logs for the heat- 
ing stove. Mother preferred the small hedge sticks for her cookstove. Mot- 
her cleaned geese feathers or chicken feathers for pillows and feather mat- 
tresses. In the winter-time, everyone wore plenty of clothing, long woolen 
underwear, home knit stockings, and heavy black leggins were a necessity 
When you walked or rode to school. : 


Scandia had a few gas lamps to relieve the town of some of the dark- 
ness. Tom Gile was the faithful lamplighter. 


There were plenty of gocd times for everybody. The Circus was a big 
annual event. And Fourth of July was a red-letter day! 


The following in‘ormation was written by Ray Tingstrom who worked 
for Charles Warwick Gulick: 


“Charles Warwick Gulick, known as ‘Major,’ was one of the leading 
‘businessmen in Scandia in the early days. He was in partnership with 
C. G. Buckley in a department store now know as the F and R Store. 
Mr. Guckley sold out to Major Gulick and took over the Bank of Scandia 


“Major Gulick operated the store until he passed away. He had 
Ss€ven or eight clerks and a cashier. The clerks, I rerrember, were Vic 
Carlson, Henry Heintzelman, Axel Carlson, Laura Kent, Theo. Gran- 
Stedt, Adolph Nelson, Clarence Albro, and Sibley Smith, cashier. They 
sold men’s and boys’ suits, shoes, overalls, dress goods and groceries. 


“He also bought thousands of bushels of corn and had cribs south 
of where Hobsons now live. He paid eight and nine cents a bushell and 
most of it was taken out in trade and due bills. 


“He lived in an apartment over the store, and he owned the cabin 
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where he took his meals. The cabin was located where Jack Davis now 
lives. He had a negro cook known as ‘Nigger Ben’ Thompson. He was 
a wonderful cook. He baked quite a number of wedding cakes. Two 
That I remember were for the Axel Smith’s wedding and for Edith 
Buckley’s wedding. 


“Runo Sandell and I waited on tables at the Cabin. I began work- 
ing there when I was about nine years old and continued for about 
three years while attending school. 


“The Major was quite an epicure. He always had the best of food 
and ordered lots of delicacies from back East such as lobster, eel and 
oysters. These foods could seldom be obtained here in the early days. 
He weighed more than 300 pounds and had attacks of gout. 


“It was quite an event to be invited to the Cabin for a meal. Travel- 
ing salesmen always gave us a tip when they ate there. Sometimes 
there would be eight cr ten. 


“He was a great lover of dogs. He had two bird dogs named Jack 
and Foster, a mastiff, Caesar; and two bloodhounds, Queen and John. 


“The Major was quite an orator. He made speeches at Fourth of 
July Celebrations and at political meetings. He was one of the main 
boosters in getting the Missouri Pacific Railroad to locate up the Repub- 
lican River Valiey, through here. He was a friend of the Goulds who 
owned the Railroad at that time. 

“I remember one time a Missouri Pacific special train carrying 
some of the owners, stopped for several hours to visit with the Major. 
He entertained them in his apartment and I helped serve the luncheon. 
Of those in the party, I remember two: George and Helen Gould, son 

- and daughter o. Jay Gould. They attended the United Brethren Church 
vhile here and made quite an impression by giving $25 in the collect- 
ion plate. Rev. Raby was pastor at that time. 


“The town of Warwick was named in honor of the Major. 
“After his death, his body was shipped back to Morris, Illinois.” 


Scandia had a few Negro iamilies in the early 1900’s. Besides ‘Nigger’ 
Ben, who was previously mentioned, there were the Poster family and 
Willis family. Roy and May Poster attended school. After the Willis’ mov- 
ed away their son, Tom, remained until his death. When he became ill, 
Sam Summers took him to Exelsior Springs, Mo. for treatment. He was un- 
happy about the thought of dying away from Scandia; so friends promised 
him that he would be buried in the Riverview cemetery, where a marker 
was later placed. He cared for Major Gulick’s dogs and his driving horses 
and did odd jobs around town. He also trained colts for Bert Morey. He 
Was a happy well-dressed negro who was generall seen On the street corner 
whistling or singing. 


Dr. J. W. Ekblad came in 1900 and three years later Dr. C. V. Haggman, 
Who was born on a farm near Kackley, arrived here to become his partner. 
Dr. Morrison died in the early 1900’s after a seige of typhoid fever. Also, 
J. B. Henry, M. D., lived here several years. 


‘Scandia became Dr. Haggman’s permanent home. His calls were made 
on foot or horseback. He rented horses from Miller’s Livery Stable which 
was located near the Missouri Pacific depot. During heavy snow, there were 
times when he had to dismount and tramp a path through the drifts be“ore 


a TEI NRT i al rR AI i NAL i a Sle cs a 4 ns cana “Ui 


= 


the horses would go through. We know of no incident when Doc didn’t get 
through even if he had to use snowshoes, skis or even a boat. In 1906 Doc 
became one of the 8,000 daredevils in the country who owned a horse-less 
carriage -- aypew Ford. It had to be pushed up some big hills. He always 
kept up with the times, so later, he became the owner of an airplane and 
became a very efficient pilot. Once when he was an an emergency call, he 
was driving his car beyond speed limits. He was stopped by the patrolman 
who asked him to preduce his pilot license permitting him to fly like that. 
Doc calmly produced his pilot’s license and nothing more was said. 


In 1917 Doc became a doctor in the U. S. Army Medical Corps, but re- 
turned to Scandia with his family after the Armistice. Then came the dip- 
theria epidemic of 1920 and the polio epidemic of 1930 which demanded the 
constant services of a devoted doctor and he served the community faith- 
fully through these weeks of anxiety. 


Mrs. Haggman o/fered her services through the churches, the school, 
and the library. She was a member o¢ Sorosis and initiated the sponsor- 
ship of the Girl Scouts. 


Also, Blanche Haggman, after receiving her R.N. in 1919, returned to 
kecome Dr. Haggman’s nurse, in 1921. She, too, has made many contribu- 
tions to the City of Scandia through churches and clubs. 


Although Dr. and Mrs. Haggman retired in 1952, Doctor is still serving 
the citizens of Scandia and is happy in the service. 


Dr. E. P. Ahrens came to Scandia in 1907. He made a permanent home 
here and is still serving the people as a dentist. He was one of the first 
members of the Scandia Band and has taken prominent parts in all the 
civic improvements. 


Scandia was proud to have a City Band. It started with eight members 
end Adolph Nelson as director. The other members were: Gust Isaacson, 
Bill Weislogel, August Rasmussen, Gust Nystrom, Hank Nystrom, Tom 
West, Dr. E. P. Ahrens, and Dr. C. V. Haggman. By 1908, Perey Dollson, 


Roy McTaggart, Jack Ambrose, A. R. Morey, Charles Anderson, D. Wade, - 


Merle Painter, Oscar Aspegren, Art Larson, Louis Brigham and Ray Wheel- 
er had joined so Scandia now had a band consisting of twenty members. 
Men, women, and children came to town to the weekly band concerts and 
everyone had a good time. An attractive band stand was built where the 
Home Oil Station is now located. 


The year 1910 marked the end of an era. The change was gradual, 
but it was there. . 


Halley’s Comet had everyone in a dither. Nerves of the country were 
jittery about the Great War and an American entry into that war. The mass 
production that had been on its way took on new impetus; women’s styles 
became severe overnight and the music of ragtime sprang up. Alexander’s 
Rag-time Band was very popular. Popular songs were “The Missouri Waltz,” 
“My Blue Heaven,” and “It’s a Long, Long Way to Tipperary.” Square 
Gances here and at Sherdahl were favorite entertainments. 


Boys and girls climbed the long hill to a two-story native stone school 
house since 1881. Two years of high school were offered and many of our 
prominent citizens are proud to call themselves graduates from this school. 
The first graduating class in 1892 were V. E. Carlson, Albert R. Morey, 
May Thomas - Reardon and Charles Cardwell. 


Pro’. G. E. Thorpe became principal about 1905. Ilis wife, who was a 
graduate in music at the State University at Lawrence, organized the music- 
al talents o! the entire community and influenced the love of music among 
both children and adults. The recitals given by her pupils were outstand- 
ing events of entertainment and developed much home talent. 


The last class of the two year high school in 1910 consisted of nine 
graduates; Andrew Granstedt, Clarence Larson, Ralph Happer, Margaret 
Paul - Bigelow, Lillie Johnson - Nelson, Florence McGlashan - Bradley, 
Lilith Jordan, Helen Brotchie, and Esther Isaacson -Johnson. 


The first graduates of the four-year high school in 1912 were Murial 
Grubb - Nelson and Esther Isaacson - Johnson. The stone school building 
was still in use as it had been a fine structure in its day put it became too 
small to accomodate the wants and needs of the district. 


In 1914 the good citiizens showed their interest in better education by 
voting to erect a brick building with two stories and basement, containing 
ten recitation rooms, a gymnasium, boiler and coal room and rest rooms. 
It was considered one of the best school buildings in the state. The mem- 
bers of the schoolboard were D. A. Nywall, Clerk; Dr. J. B. Henry, Director; 
and J. H. Sandell, Treasurer. G. P. Plotner returned to his home-towy and 
kecame principal that year. 


Before Scandia had a gymnasium, the people were interested in ath- 
letics. The Flying Swedes’ basketball team of 1910 consisted of George Sigs- 
bee, Carey Downing, Roy Nichols, Ralph Happer, Arthur Sjoholm, and 
Andrew Granstedt. 


The Flying Flickers (girls) also were active a few years and in 1915 
the members of the team were Sena Cooper - Tingstrom, Josie Robison, 
Vera Plott - Sjoholm, Frances Snyder, Ella Maxell - Carlson, Agnes Grubb - 
Brooks, and Masie Fraser - Schwahn. 


The Flying Swedes continued to win many laurels for the home school 
and in 1925 were undefeated in eleven football games. They made 215 
points and their opponents made 19. There probably were many more suc- 
cess.ul seasons but the writer did not have access to such records. 


The second annual literary contest of Republic County was held at 
Belleville, April 6, 1915. Vera Plott - Sjoholm represented S.H.S. in the 
Declamatory Contest. Charles Gulick in the oratorical contest chose the 
subject “Swords into Plowshares,”’ which was a very live ‘subject - - the 
European War. This oration was accorded second place. 


Junior and senior plays have been annual events since they were start- 


‘ed. No regular music course was provided in the curriculum but Miss Bon- 


nie Bailey developed some good musical taient among soloists, and groups, 
such as: a girls’ chorus, a quartette, and a trio. 


Dr. Haggman was One of several: who promoted the introduction of 
music in the school and gave of his time to help train: members of the first 
school orchestra. Dr. Ahrens also helped in the project. 


Previously, Parlee Plotner was mentioned as principal. He was the son 
of Judge J. W. Plotner and is now living in Kansas City, Kansas. He grad- 
vated from 8.H.S. in 1903 and his wife, who was May Preble, graduated in 
1904. Later Parlee became editor of The Scandia Journal. 

J..H. Sandell is also a native of this community and now is living at 
the old Thure Wohlford home, where his deceased wife grew to womanhood. 
He graduated from S.H.S. in 1898. Harvey taught in rural schools until he 


became cashier at the Bank of Scandia while C. G. Buckley was president. - 


He held o ficial positions in the State Banker's Organization; District Deputy 
Grand Master of the Masonic Lodge in the District; and Chairman of the 
County Central Committee for the Republicans. He conducted the Liberty 
Loan drives during World War I in Republic County and later became As- 
sistant Bank Commissioner for the State of Kansas. Mrs. Sandell loved to 


paint and many of her pictures and pieces of china can be admired at the 
Sandell home. 


An annual picnic of this community took place on the last day of 
school. In 1915, the picnic grounds were located in Weislogel’s meadow at 
the western extremity of the former river bridge. The following is an 
invitation which has been copied from The Scandia Journal: 


“The purpose of the outing is two-fold. First, it is to serve as a 
fitting celebration for the close of the school-year to give the young 
folks an opportunity for a jollification after a seige of nine months; 
and then it is to afford a convenient time for all the “old boys and girls” 
both country and town, to get tegether and have a social visit. This 
Means that every man, woman, and child is invited to come, bring their 
dinners, and enjoy the pleasures of a good old-fashioned picnic. Every- 
thing is being done to make the day a pleasant. one for everybody. plenty 
of water, swings, and seats will be provided. Ice cream and coffee 
stands will be erected. An interesting program will be rendered in the 
leafy theatre by the pupils of the grades and Secretary Brunk will give 
a short address in the morning. After dinner, games and races will be 
indulged in under the direction of Mr. Wright. The day’s outing will 
come to a close with a baseball game between the high schools of Mun- 
den and Scandia. Jitney service will be established to and from the 
grounds by some of the boys who have cars. No excuse for staying at 
home. A good time is in store for you--COM E"” 


This was the period 0° the traveling Chautauqua. Season tickets were 
sold for about a week’s entertainment which consisted of public speaking, 
monologues, impersonations, band, and concert programs of various kinds. 
The Chatauqua was welcome because it raised the moral tone in the com- 
munities; increased the interest in public welfare; magnified the need for 
good, wholesome, clean entertainment; and created an appetite for independ- 
ent thinking, knowledge, for research, and for better living. 


Then Scandia planned for a three-day picnic after harvest was over. 
These picnics were usually sponsored by the lodges: I.0.0.F.; Imp’d O.R.M.; 
A.O.U.W.; and M.W. of A. The entertainment consisted of band concerts, 
free shows, ball games, foot races, potato polo races on horseback, sack race, 
relay races, bicycle races, shoe races, ladies’ driving contest, slow horse 
race, etc. Prizes were awarded, furnished by the business men. 


The childrens’ play ground now occupies the corner where the Village 
Blacksmith Shop was located. Children passed it every day when going to 
school. When Mr. Brandstrom’s heavy hammer came down with a sharp 
clang on his anvil, it could be heard a long way. Children knew what 


Longfellow meant when he wrote his famous poem. Across the street, was 


the Valley House where travelers found comfortable rooms during their 
stay in Scandia. Just a short distance west, Frank Chadwick and his good 
wife, Molly, kept a livery barn. Molly and her broom were constant com- 
panions. When the travelers wanted to catch the train, Mr. Chadwick’s 


: ne Gee Eas (AA thi ae a ec Oe Lh RECREATE 
ater oe Ciena. 
“ g ee ee 
aC I ITS Ee Nia tat res enti cease entiail chen tallies tatiana elaine naib 8 i aise emma tani ana i aN a a aa ik tk i 


a ninennenaremmrnnbmenialibiintiiigiapdastamniiaaiggaitelttie 


~ 


IEE LITO ROR EE 


ee wee ae ae ee SETTER ene 


- 


bus was ready and while driving down main street he warned everybody 
that it was train-time. Then, too, Frank was responsible for bringing the 
mail to and from either depot. It was hard to know when Frank slept 
because trains came both day and night. 


But the coming 0” the automobile before World War I brought on the 
néed for filling stations and gradually the livery stable became past history. 


The post office was a great place in the evening until Mr. Charley Wil- 
son and his helper, Bertha Wilson (Mrs. E. C. Wires) speedily got the mail 
distributed. : 


Another dentist of this period was Dr. F. L. Warren. whose office was 
above The Bank of Scandia. 


D. A. Nywall owned and operated the Corner Drug Store, and the Hap- 
per Drug Store was farther east. 


The young man could always find jewelry and other gifts for his lady- 
love at Brotchie’s Jewelry Store. Some o/ Brotchie’s clocks are in use today. 


Ellingson was in the wallpaper business. 


Hats were very important in those days, in fact, almost a necessity. 
Scandia was blessed with two millinery shops - - one was owned and oper: 
ated by Mrs. John Loring and the other by Mrs. Zora Egg. When the new 
hats arrived, it was a sight to behold. The entire shop was filled with the 
beautiful creations. 


Whenever you pick up a photograph at this time, you know it came 
from J. Jennings photograph gallery. He was a little man with a mustache 
and he was very precise because he wanted his customers to be happy with 
the results. He served the community until his retirement. 


Two banks flcurished in this little community in the early 1900’s. They 
were Farmers and Merchant Bank and Bank o. Scandia. Hendrix, the Land 
Man advertised real estate with there words: “Where our large cribs, alfal- 
fa barns, and our beautiful improvements sing praises to Kansas. _ Come 
to Scandia and see the wonderful permanent advancement this Valley has 
mada. I have been in this valley since 1875 and know where to locate you 
where you can live in peace, joy, and happiness, to a ripe old age. A postal 
eerd will bring you a list of land in this valley which sells readily at from 
$25 to $60 an acre. One look at this country is enough to convince the 
worst skeptic as we have all the modern conveniences, railroads, schools, 
churches, free mail deliveries and telephones. Our soil is good, our climate 
is better, the water is the. best in the state which can be obtained at a 
reascnable depth.” Anotier advertisement read as follows: “Schools and 
churches are in excellent condition; its business men are up-to-date and loyal 
tc the interests of their home town; it has strong banks and business houses 
many beautiful homes adorn its streets and the surrounding country boasts 
with truth some of the best farm homes in the state of Kansas.” 

At that time, the C. Hl. Herrman farm home in Norway Township was 
equipped with water plant, lighted with acetylene gas, and heated by hot 
water, Other beautiful form homes belonged to Thure Wohlfort and Lars 
Larson. 

Farmers had orchards producing apples, pears, cherries, apricots, and 
plums. Some of the ‘armers were proud of watermelon and muskmelon 
Fatches. They raised ch.ckens, hogs, cattle, and some turkeys, ducks, and 


geese. The farmer had learned that alfalfa solved a great problem ip this 
~< 


country. Corn, wheat, and other small grains were filling the farmers’ 
cribs and granaries. 


Both Wilson and Smith Real Estate and Loan Agents and L. H. Hendrix, 
Peal Estate and Insurance, were kept busy in this community. A complete 
line of furniture and farm implements could be bought from John A. Free- 
burg in the west part o: town. He was also a licensed embalmer and fun- 
eral director. Farmers also bought machinery from M. A. Preble, who own- 
ed the oldest Implement House in Republic County. He also had charge 
ot funeral services. Later Preble sold automobiles. 


White and Stover had the agency for Buick automobiles. The Dicker- 
son and Goodman Lumber Company supplied the community with lumber. 
Cullers and Goodwin Hardware Store had a thriving business. Pump and 
windmill repairs were in charge of Wm. Gunter. 


Beckman’s Cash Store and C. W. Gulick’s Mercantile Company were 
patronized by people far and wide. The latter advertised as iollows: “The 
oldest Mercantile establishment in Republic County. Nearly forty years of 
faithful and efficient service to our patrons. Everything to wear and 
good things to eat. 1877 - 1916.” 


There was the Godfrey Bakery and Cafe. 


Scandia also had several grocery stores: Star Grocery owned by Adolph 


Nelson, Granstedt’s Grocery, Seabolt’s Grocery, and Olson’s Grocery and 
Variety Store. 


People didn’t travel far in those days so they proved “that a dollar 
spent with your home merchant is of more bene.it in the upbuilding of 
your own town and community than a thousand or even a million dollars 
spent away from home.” io 


At this time, there was a recreation place owned by the Doctor Brothers 
and known as “The New Smoker.” Summers and Son were livestock buy- 
¢rg and solicited trade among.all the farmers who raised cattle and hogs. 

Then, of course, these farmers needed a veterinary. John Hemberger 
drave his team of horses to the farmer’s homes where his services were 
needed. 


Another man whose services were a necessity before electricty was 
évailable was John Larson or “Ice Larson.” His was the cold job of cutting 
blocks of ice from the river and packing them in saw dust in a big ice-house. 
During the summer he and his sons filled the refrigerators all over town. 
Today, Dr. Eric Larson and Dr. John Larson are successful surgeons in 
California. 

A slaughter-house was located just across the river, where a great 
part of the meat was butchered for the local meat markets. 

Scandia was fortunate in having good train service. The Missouri 
Pacific served the public by bringing in all kinds of freight and the stock- 
‘yards were filled with cattle, hogs, and, sometimes, horses to be shipped to 
Kansas City. Although the Rock Island depot was located about a half-mile 
south of the city limits, its services were very important. Many passenger 
trains were scheduled between Denver and Colorado Springs to either 
Chicago or Kansas City. The division Was made at Belleville. Much live 
Stock was shipped from the Rock Island stockyards, also. 

The freight from both depots had to be delivered to the merchants so 
the Holmes Bros. Dray Line was established. There was also a Godfrey 
Dray Line. Grain elevators Shipped the grain from the rich Republican 
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Valley on both the Rock Island and Missouri Pacific Railroads. 


Besides the Valley House previously mentioned, the Brunswick Hotel 
(formerly the Hanson House) Welcomed travelers coming to the town or 
passing through. The Alumni Banquet of 1910 was held here. Harvey 
Sandell was the toastmaster and there were 45 present. Perhaps the com- 
ing of the automobile changed the needs of the traveler, so both the hotel 
and the Valley House were dincontinued. 


(Now, if any place of business has been omitted, it certainly has not 
been intentional but as sources of information are limited it could be 
possible that someone has been slighted.) 


These are the loyal business men whose various daily responsibilities 
created wholesome community life for the people living in Scandia. 


Adolph Nelson was mayor when Scandia’s water system was planned 
and put into use in 1911. : 


Two years later, with D. A. Nywall as mayor the city lights were in- 
stalled. 


In 1923, when E. C. Wires was mayor, the sanitary sewer system was 
installed. 


Then pavement was put on fourth street in 1926 when T J. West was 
mayor. 


Five years later, with S. D. Blakeley as mayor, Scandia added the 
natural gas system. 
Within twenty years, Scandia had become a very modern town. 


So 62 years after the first settlers o/ the Swedish colony came to struggle 
against Indians, drouths, grasshoppers, and various other handships, we 
pause to consider some of the outstanding events of the past 30 years. 


The Kansas motto is “To the Stars through difficulties.” Nothing is 
accomplished without a struggle. Nature has many ways of testing man’s 
ingenuity. When the Indians saw the white man building his home in the 

-valley, he said, “White man, heap big fool.” Time after time, hardships 
ceme because of heavy rains. During this period there were six floods - - 

~ 1903, 1905, 1910, 1915, 1919, and 1923. The flood of 1905 came on the Fourth 
of July. Pians had been made for fireworks in the evening. The rising 
waters came up On Main Street where the fireworks had been placed on a 
hayrack. Accidently, a fire got started so the entire supply was pushed 
of into the water. 


Possibly the most damage was experienced. in 1915, when the flood 
waters were held back for a time by the Rock Island tracks, flooding an 
unusually large area. Men, women, and children gathered on the hilltops to: 
watch the devastating effects of the high water. Water reached from bluff 
to bluff and everyone hoped there would not be any more rain for awhile. 

Then Kansas has always been known for drought. It was represented on 
early maps as the “Great American Desert.” Sometimes a homestead was 
traded for a team and wagon. But those who persevered have found that 
the soil generally shows an increase in fertility after a dry spell. “Organic 
Inatter decays more slowly in drouth periods, and when rainfall returns to 
normal, nitrogen, phosphorous, and potash are released for plant usSe. 
Drought also tends to help soil tilth because there is less puddling and 
compaction.” 

Finally some farmers started a new type of farming that had been 
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developed for drouth areas called “dry farming.” Its principle was to 
éonserve the moisture in the subsoil. 


June 5, 1908, was a not, suttry day. Toward evening, huge storm clouds 
were forming. Jn a short time, the threatening darkness seemed very close. 
But the path of the storm was west ot the river until it was north of Scan- 
dia where it crossed the river destroying several farm buildings and scat- 
tering the schoolhouse known as Pleasant Valley, District No. 24. It turned 
northwest and gradually ended. Many storm caves have been F i/¢ for a 
shelter in case of a storm. 


There Nave been several tragedies which have saddened the hearts of 
people in our community. “On Saturday afternoon, March 26, 1910, about 
one o’clock, Mr. Alex Lindahl, 35 years old, and his little girl Elvera, aged 
nine, and his son, Earl, aged seven, went for a ride on the river close to 
their home in a motor boat. On the following afternoon, the bodies of the 
two children were ‘ound in the bottom of the boat. Their watch dog was 
‘sitting beside the bodies. Both of the children had been shot on the left side 
about the face and snoulders by a shot-gun loaded with buck shot. Mr. 
Lindahl’s body was down tne river with a shotgun wound in the brea. 
The only survivor of the family was the bereaved mother. Chas. Nordmark, 
48 years old, was tried and Served sentence for tnis terrible crime.” 


On May 6, 1912, tne mne-year-old son of Rev. J. E. Johnston drowned 
in the Republican River. Seaching parties never gave up until the body 
was found on the fourth day. Businessmen left their stores and offices 
and the young men and the farmers le‘t their fields and walked into the 
cold, muddy and deep river and dived and swam and waded for hours and 
days. Little Paul was !aid to rest in the Riverview Cemetery. 


Rev. J. E. Johnston was born on a farm in the Kackley neighborhood. 
He is now living in California. 


A great financial depression came in October, 1907. All but the strong: 
est men lost heart - - “We are ruined” they declared, “recovery cannot 
come in our time.” Yet in two years prosperity had returned. 


But only a few years elapsed before the leading nations were plunged 
into a World War. Germany declared war aga.nst Russia August 1, 1914, 
and against France on ‘August 3. Then Great Britain declared against 
Germany August 4, and against Austria - Hungary on August 12. Then, on 
April 6, 1917, the U.S. declared war against Germany and President Wilson 
signed the Army Conscription Bill on May 18, 1917. Service flags began to 
appear in the windows of homes here and there. All ef orts were made to 
win the war. Then some blue stars changed to gold stars. The first was 
Albert Isaacson and later Fred Rasmussen was a victim of the flu epidemic 
in camp. Willie Cline also died in camp. The flu raged and schools were 
closed to keep it under control. The war was causing hardships all over, 
but worst of all In Europe. 


Finally victory came. November 11, 1918, became the first Armistice 
Day. Prayers had been answered and there was great rejoicing. Letters 
from “Somewhere in France” were printed in the December issue from C. 
R. McGregor, Will Ellingson, Arthur Wrigley, Ate Johnson, Andrew Gran- 
stedt, Stanley Schwahn, Ivar Norden and Vernon Holmes. 

New problems had been created so many adjustments had to be made. 
In 1921, when many honest and thoughtful people were predicting worse 
conditions, the country was already beginning to climb to the greatest era 
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of prosperity it had ever experienced. Evidently, the value of the dollar 
was very high. The City Market advertised in the December, 1918, issue of 
The Scandia Journal as follows: Steak 22 cents; roast 18 cents, boil meat 14c. 


The Scandia Mercantile advertised a $3 Christmas gift by offering a $13 
erder of groceries for $10. This order included 3 pkgs. Mother’s Oats, 2-lbs. 
coffee, 2 large cans pumpkin, 4 No. 2 cans corn, 3 large cans tomatoes, 2 
large cans sweet potatoes, 4 large cans hominy, 3 No. 2 cans pink salmon, 4 
cans brown beans, 4 cans pork and beans, 4 large cans kraut, 1 half-gallon 
can molasses, 1-qt. jar cocoa, 4-pkgs. raisins, 3 large pkgs. soda, 2 cans clean- 
ser, 5 pkgs. rub-no-more, 6 boxes matches, 2 cans Lewis Lye, 5 bars white 
soap, 1 gal. apples, 5 large cans apricots and candy, no charge. What a 
dream! Also a 10 percent on all shoes, snirts, and stockings. 


The Farmers and Merchants Bank’s official statement of its financial 
condition November, 1918, showed that its total resources were $161,469.41. 
A. R. Morey, President. , 


The automobiles were increasing in number but tractors belonged to 
the future. The Scandia Journal, December 12, 1918, emphasized the import- 
ance of the farm team for war farming and said that every farmer should 
take pains to care ‘or his teams and get them in the best possible condition. 


The Palace Drug Store had received a consignment of eight Victrolas 
for its Christmas trade.. Mr. Wires expected to place a large number of 
Edisons, Sonoras and Victrolas in the homes of Scandia. Haggman and 
Wires advertised: “Think what a joyfol Merry Christmas you can make this 
Christmas in your home by giving the family a radiola. It’s wonderful tone, 
bell-like clearness, and ease of tuning quickly make it a household favorite. 
Friced from $15 to $575. 


M. A. Preble and Son advertised 3 tube Crosley Radios for $32.50. 


Rev. W. S. Baker served as pastor of the United Brethren Church during 
the twenties. Again, Scandia was fortunate musically. Mrs. Baker organ- 
ized ail the singers both in the rural areas and in the city of Scandia into 
“The Choral Club.” Several concerts were presented to the public. A very 
Leautiful Sacred Concert was given at the Presbyterian Church which was 
filled to: utmost capacity. Each number was well executed and highly 
appreciated by the audience. 


When Sunday came the people had the choice of going to one of five 
churches - - United Brethren, Lutheran, Presbyterian, English Methodist or 
Swedish Methodist. Whenever any of .these churches announced revival 
meetings, either in a church or in a tent, large crowds attended and many 
converts Were welcomed into the membership of one of the churches. 
Generally, these meetings continued many weeks. The United Brethren 
Church was built just before the 1900’s and had beautiful stained glass 
windows and a furnace. 


Both the Lutheran and Swedish Methodist Churches were one-room 
Native stone buildings. In 1902, “Vastra Svenska Konferencen’s Nionde 
Sammantrade (The Western Swedish Conference’s Ninth Meeting) of the 
Methodist Church was held in Scandia from Sunday, August 30, until Mon- 
cay, September 8. This Conference extended through “Kansas, Nebraska, 
and part of Colorado.” Bishop J. W. Hamilton was entertained at the home 
of Mr, and Mrs. C. G. Buckley. There were forty-two ministers and scme 


wives who stayed at various homes in the community. Rev. O. J. Swan 
was the minister. 


In 1909 the Kansas Conference of the United Brethren Church ws 
entertained with Bishop W. M. Weekly presiding. 


Just be’ore World War I the Lutheran, and in 1915 the Swedish Metho- 
cist Church, built new brick churches with beautiful stained glass windows. 
Both of them had basements where they iistalled coal-burning fusnaces. 
Py this time, electsicity had been brought into the community so these 
ihurches were quite modern. 


On August 23 - 28, 1916, the Twenty-thire Annual Meeting of the West- 
ern Swedish Conference was held in the new Methodist Church. Rev. 
Emil Malmstrom was the minister. 


In: October 1925, a memorable service was held merging the Swedish 
Methodist Church and the English Methodist Church which now became 
known as “The Methodist Church of Scandia.” 


All churches had bazaars and served big suppers to the public. The 
ladies of the Lutheran Church realized $201.65 from the bazaar on Thanks- 
giving Day in 1925. (They served hundreds of guests for both dinner and 
| supper). | : Seance 


Sometime during the twenties the First Annual Swede Supper was 

served at The Methodist Church. This church still has its Annual Swede 

Supper the first week in December, and serves Swedish brown beans, Lut- 

fisk, potatis-korv, ostakaka, spritz and lihgonberries as special Swedish 
_— foods in addition to the American dishes. 


And now We come to the beginning of the thirties.. We are on the 
threshold of transcontinental air-plane service since Charles Lindberg 
crossed the Atlantic on May 26, 1927. Many of our future boys’ and girls’ 
careers will be determined by this great accomplishment. 


The great crash on Wall Street came in October 1929. No one then 
realized the tremendous changes that would soon take place. Looking 
back there are many things which have been accomplished, many things 
might have been done better, and many things made our hearts sad. But 
such has been the experiences of mankind throughout the ages. Scandia 
has sought to preserve the spirit of gratitude promoted by our Pilgrim 

- Fathers by observing Thanksgiving Day in one of the churches. In The 
Scandia Journal, December 3, 19235, Union Services were reported. Rev. 
J. M. Mahaffey of the Presbyterian Church, Rev. C. Pehrson of the Lutheran 

- Church, Rev. W. S. Baker of the United Brethren Church, Rev. O. J. Lund- 


berg of the Methodist Church and their congregations, worshipped together 
on Thanksgiving Day. One quotation from Rev. Lundberg’s sermon was 
“None of us has been born with the spirit of gratitude. It is something 
we must acquire.” 


Scandia, indeed, has been blessed and so we should acquire the true 
spirit of gratitude for the rich heritage we are privileged to enjoy. 


Ve?RSL 
- : 1930 - 1960 - : 


Now We come to the 1930's. Modern day newspaper quips would have 
us believe that there was nothing good about the decade, referring to the 
years as the “dirty thirties.” However, many good and progressive events 
happened in Scandia during that time. 


In December of 1930 The Scandia Journal had completed sixty years of 
service. At that time Hershel Kannier was the editor and owner. Later 
the paper was sold to the Stofer brothers with Rev. B. W. Selin as edior. It 
was interesting to note in some editions the Rock Island Time Table had 
three passengers and two freights each way every day. There were big 
«dvertisements for coal and one ad read: “For Sale - An extra good top 
buggy, will trade :or pigs or calves. L. A. Melby.” This year The Scandia 
Journal will have been in print for ninety years with the present editor 
being Walter H. Berger. 


The Scandia City Library had its beginning in 1931 in a small, crowded, 
upstairs room. The women of the U and I Art Club gathered up books 
donated by the residents, sorted them, placed them On Shelves, and then 
took turns keeping the library open. When Dr. and Mrs. C. V. Haggman 


purchased the old Presbyterian Church building in 1946 and presented it to 


the city to be used for civic purposes, the library was moved to its present 
location. Many new books have been added and a memorial shelf holds 
volumes placed there in memory of a friend or loved one. During the 
Community Achievement Contest the Y-Teens catalogued the library as 
their project. The funds for the project were provided by Dr. Haggman. 
The city now includes a levy in their budget to help finance the library. 
Mr. Gottfrid Larson is the librarian. 


A survey for a gas pipe line from Belleville to Scandia was begun in 
Decernber of 1931, with the expectation that the work on the line would be 
started in January. A plot of land was bought from Mrs. E. S. Wilson for a 
sub-station. The work went along so well that the gas was turned into the 
mains on December 31. Dedicatory services were held at the City Hall with 
Hershel Kannier o-.ficially accepting the gas. A gas stove was given away. 


Under a date line of August 25, 1932, a Bank of Scandia advertisement 
contained the foliowing: - - - - = = 


“History tells how America had fought and won 19 major depres- 
sions. Good times always follow hard times, as surely as day follows 
night. Prosperity always comes back. It is coming back this time too. 
Above all things let us have faith.” ‘ 


However, times got worse and on October 18, 1932, the Bank of Scandia 
was forced to close. This was a severe hardship on the residents who had 
Geposits in the bank. After due procedure Adolph Nelson was appointed 
Assistant Receiver of the bank and he went about the business of collections 
end sales of property and generally settling the affairs of the defunct bank. 
On August 4, 1934, a 15 percent dividend was paid and a smaller amount at 
a later date. Scandia was without a bank for seven years. The State Bank- 
ing Commission granted the removal of a bank charter from Courtland to 
Scandia and The Scandia State Bank was opened October 2, 1939, with 
Adolph Johnson, Kackley, as president and Walter Boyles, Courtland, as 
cashier. 


The year o° 1924 will long be r2membered as a year of hardship hard- 


work and worry but there was a spirit of cooperativeness too, as we can see 
from an item in a March issue of the paper about a “Chopping Bee.” Twenty 
men cut and sawed wood and hauled it to town for the use of the Methodist 
Church for the next winter. At the noon hour women of the church pre 
pared a dinner for the workers. This same spirit has been carried on down 
through the years to the present time. 


The most severe dust storms began in March of that year and people 
hardly knew how to cope with them. No rain came during the spring and 
by July the drouth was serious. The heat waves burned the corn to a crisp. 
The Rock Island hauled water in tank cars from Scandia as far west as 
Mankato. The only growing thing seemed to be Russian thistles and some 
farmers crushed them to feed to livestock. The city of Scandia provided 
water free to farmers who were in dire need. A Republic County emer- 


gency group was formed and through this agency the government began 
purchasing livestock in distress to be used for food for those persons on 
relief. The streets of Scandia got their first coat of gravel when the C.W.A. 
workers spent two days a week spreading gravel. 


Postmaster, G. P. Plotner, was to be replaced. On February 8, 1934, he 
issued a dozen applications for the position and the three ranking highest 
in their examination were to be considered. Sherman English received the 
appointment and moved into the post office May 21. He was succeeded in 
December 1943, by Mrs. Minnie Cardwell, who is still postmistress. The 
post office was moved to its present location October 1, 1956, and new, 
modern fixtures were installed in June of 1957. 


The Scandia Telephone Company, owned by local people since its in- 
stallation, was sold in March of 1934 to the United Telephone Company of 
Abilene. Later this company merged with the Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Company. During the flood of 1935 the operator on duty, Mrs. Eva Lorenz 
was instrumental in warning the people up and down the Republican valley 
of the approaching high water. She was highly commended for her per- 
formance in a dangerous situation. In a modernization program, South- 
western Bell installed a dial system in March, 1940. A small new building 
was built to house the mechanism. 


During the school year of 1933 - 1934, Supt. F. L. Miller carried on a 
one man battle to acquaint the patrons of District 6 of the necessity for 
more room to conduct an adequate school program. Finally at a meeting 
on September 27, 1934, it was voted to circulate a petition for an addition to 
the building. A bond issue for $18,000 was voted on November 27 and the 
bonds carried. Erection was completed in 1935 including apn auditorium- 
gymnasium and classrooms. The new addition was filing a great need but 
on January 4, 1940, a fire did so much damage that it had to be completely 
rebuilt. The older part of the building had to be repaired as well so school 
was held in the different churches of the town. The Idss was covered by 
insurance so the rebuilding could be started immediately. 


Each spring as the rains came, Scandia watched the Republican River. 
The spring of 1935 was an especially rainy one and all the creeks and 
Citches poured their water into the river until the water began creeping 
over the banks. The people living in the lowland near the river began 
raoving their belongings but as always there were those who waited too 
tong and had to be rescued by boat. All of the southwest part of the town 
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was under water and a couple of blocks of mainstreet were impassable. The 
crest came On Sunday morning, June 2, when a wall of water coming down 
the debris, laden stream struck the bridge with such force that the central 
part of the structure was taken out. The highway west of the river was 
completely washed out and a row of big cottonwood trees was uprooted 
There was one man drowned; however, he was not a resident of Scandia. 
The flood damage amounted to hundreds of thousands of dollars. A tempor- 
ary bridge was constructed to carry the traffic over the river 


Since a new bridge had to be built across the Republican, the State 
Highway Commission decided on a new location to the north so that eventu- 
ally Highway 36 would not be doWn the main street of town and would 
eliminte some dangerous corners. The relocation of the highway necessit- 
ated the moving of the city standpipe and a house or two. Work was begun 
on the bridge in 1936 and completed in 1937. The bridge included an over- 
pass over the Missouri Pacific tracks so altogether it was a long oo 
The contract bid was $173,891. 


The year 1938 marked the 70th anniversary of the founding of Scandia. 
Commemorating the event, a monument was erected at the east approach 
o. the new Scandia bridge bearing the following inscription: 


(1868 - 1928) “New Scandinavia founded by the Scandinavian Agricul- 
ture Society, September 15, 1868. City of Scandia incorporated April 1, 
1879. 


We dedicate this monument to you, our Pioneer Fathers and Mothers 
The first Colony School House was located 200 feet west of this marker.” 
Senator Frank Carlson made the dedicatory address and a number of the 

early pioneers were Seated on the platform. 


On December 15, 1929, the city acquired a building on Main Street from 
Walter Preble. After remodeling, the city office was established in the east 
half, the fire department in the west, and since that time a full time city 
clerk has occupied the office, making it convenient to pay water and light 
bills. 


Tragedy struck swiftly in Scandia on Satur day night, November 22, 1941, 
when a through -reight train derailed at the Rock Island station crushing 
a parked automobile occupied by four Scandia high school youths, under one 
of 14 cars which piled up. Killed instantly was Arlie Brown (17) and 
Florence Berggren (14). Dick Garroute died of injuries the following morn- 
ing. Miss Audrey Thomas survived the ordeal but was hospitalized for 


‘many months. 


World War II brought sorrow to this community with the deaths of 
several fine young men, namely: James O. Larsen, Loyaldean Ward, and 
George Thompson. When the American Legion was organized the Post was 
named for Albert Isaacson who had been killed in World War I and for 
James Larsen. The American Legion Auxiliary was organized with Mrs. 
Lilly McGregor as the first chairman. Mrs, Agnes Cardwell is present 
chairman. 


The American Legion signed a lease for a plot of ground from the city 
On December 30, 1946. They secured a large building from the prisoner of 
war camp near Concordia and moved it to this plot of ground located near 
Highway 36 and the new bridge. It was quite an undertaking and the 
Legion along with the Auxiliary put in many long hours planning and 


working over the old building. During the recent Community Achievement 
Contest they did much to beautify the grounds and building. Shrubbery 
and ilowers were planted and the grass kept mowed and neat. New curtains 
helped brighten the interior of the building. The American Legion Hall 
hus provided an advantageous spot for all the Legion and Auxiliary meet- 
fugs, for community dinners and dances, for Scout meetings and for many 
other social gatherings. The first Post Commander was Carl G. Hammer 
and the present one is Jack Mahan. 


Girl Scouts were organized in Scandia in October, 1947. The first regis- 
tration was in November and the troops were invested by a group of scouts 
and leaders from Belleville on December 8, 1947. Through the years a var- 
ied program has been carried on with one very worthwhile project of collect- 
ing enough margarine cartons, When they were redeemed for cash, paid for 
playground equipment installed at the City Playground. The scouts collect 
newspapers over the town to provide funds for registration fees, magazine 
subscriptions for each girl and other expenses. They make and deliver 
baskets filled with cookies to all the elderly people at Easter time. The 
Brownies and Intermediate Scouts help keep the Playground and the 
(Library yard clean and beauti_ul. 


The Boy Scouts have a lively organization and show much interest in 
crafts and camping. Their clubroom is on Main Street where they meet 
to work on projects. 


Historial stories and reminiscense of years ago are often inspiring, but 
to actually see and feel the implements and relics of the pioneer days brings 
home to a person the realization of the reality of those early days. Pete 
Strom was in every sence of the word a true pioneer - - born in 1861 and 
Gied in 1947; he was one of the first to settle in New Scandinavia. 


Through a life time of adventure and travel, he collected the items that 
he thought might be of historical or novel value for other people to see. 
Later in life he had many opportunities to sell or give his findings to dif/er- 
ent museums throughout the country, but he secretly hoped that someday 
this section of the country might build a museum and he kept his collection 
intact. He never saw his dream come true, but he has left an enduring 
memorial that will live on far beyond our lives. 


In Mr. Strom’s will he asked that his collection should remain intact 
and that if a suitable location could be found within Republic County, it was 
his wish that it should be shown publically. There is little doubt that he 
personally wanted his collection located in Scandia. So after his death in 
1947 the Strom family presented the articles to the City of Scandia and thus 
the nucleus for the Scandia Museum was started. In cataloging his collect: 
ion, Miss Josie Robison, city clerk, listed over 250 entries. Nor does this 
mean 250 individual articles, for some entries alone represent a complete 
collection in itself. Evaluating the articles according to their worth is very 
difficult because where one has age ,another has novelty and yet another 


~ displays exotic beauty. 


Feeling a pride in this civic endeavor, other interested citizens, of the 
community have brought treasures to add to the display until today nearly 
everyone here has a personal:interest in the Museum. To attract the atten- 
tion of tourists to the historical display, a covered wagon with all the early 
day paraphainalia has been placed on the Highway. At night a light in the 
wagon shows up a silhouette of a pioneer mother reading the Bible tc her 
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small son. And, believe it or not, tourists from almost every state ip the 
union and some foreign countries have taken time to visit the Scandia 
Museum. The Museum is housed in the same building as the Library. 


This building, formerly the old Presbyterian Church, presented to the 
city by Dr. and Mrs. C. V. Haggman, houses the City Library and Museum 
on the first floor. In the basement is a club room and kitchen, where the 
Sorosis Study Club, the Girl Scouts, the Y.W.C.A. hold their meetings and 
for a small fee any organization or individual may have the use of the room. 


“Dr. Haggman Day” was declared, when the doctor was honored for 
having completed over 50 years, 190141952, of taking care of the sick in this 
community. Mrs. Haggman was included in the celebration for her part in 
forming the Library and her cultural contributions. An informal ceremony 
was held on the steps of the Library presenting a beautiful framed picture 
of Dr. and Mrs. Haggman to be hung on the wall of the Library and a 
placque acknowledging the gift of the building. A covered dish dinner in 
the evening at the school auditorium was enjoyed by well over a hundred 
people. Tags were pinned on all the “Haggman Babies” present who had 
been born through his years of practicing medicine. After the dinner a 
pageant was presented depicting all the different modes of transportation 
that the doctor had employed and other highlights of the 50 years. Dr. 
Haggman had expected to retire and he and Mrs. Haggman did leave Scan- 
dia and established a home in Kingsport, Tennessee, near their daughter, 
Ruth. But after Mrs. Haggman’s death the doctor came back home to: Scan- 
dia. And now with the shortage of doctors he is kept busy as ever tak- 
ing care of all who knock at his door. 


An unusual event happened in Scandia and the adjoining area up and 
Gown the Republican River on February 26, 1949. The winter had been an 
unusualiy cold one and the river had frozen to a great depth. Then came 
warm weather and a thaw upstream began pushing the'ice downstream in a 
hurry causing the huge blocks to pile up against the bridge piers creating 
such an ice jam that the water and ice were shoved over the river banks 
flooding all the lowland. Many Scandia residents were forced to leave their 
flooded homes. It was eight days before the ice pack could be started 
moving out and the flood waters returned to the river. 


About 1915 the Rock Island Highway was laid out parallel to the rail- 
road in this area. Telephone poles or ‘ence posts were painted as the main 


. Inarker. The local communities furnished the paint and did the work. It 


was important at that time that these highways should come into the heart 
of each city so there were many jogs and turns. The Rock Island Highway 
passed down Main Street and over the old river bridge. In 1926 this part of 
the- highway was paved. When ‘the highway was extended to Colorado 
Springs, it was named the “Pikes Peak Ocean to Ocean Highway.” Finally, 
When the government began granting Federal Aid to inter-state highways, 
it was extended farther west and given the Federal marker No. 36. When 
the new bridge was built after the flood of 1935, the highway was moved 
to the north edge o/ Scandia. Today at the peak of the tourist season, ac 
cording to the State Highway Department, U.S. 36 carries more than 3,000 
cars daily through this territorc. 


Relocation of the highway to the north caused the city to expand to the 
north. On November 8, 1948, the City Council passed Ordinance No. 240, 
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enlarging the city limits to include the Moe and Sanderson Addition. Ordn- . 


ence 256 passed on Setpember 7, 1951, brought the Dist. 6 school building 
site, the Ed Anderson, the Bill Reece, and the Lyell Ocobock properties into 
the city. Dist. 6 athletic field, the Lee Loring property, and a plot of 36 
acres which includes Buffalo Park and the city lots farther north were 
added by Ordinance 288, passed on June 22, 1959. A small amount of land 
on the south edge of Scandia was bought in February, 1955, from Mrs. Ella 
Smith to be used to build a Disposal Plant which was completed and put 
into use in September of that same year. 


When the pioneer settlers came to this area, vast unbroken prairies 
stretched as far as the eye could see. Immediately they set to work to till 
the ground to raise food for their families. Their planting was a slow 
process using a wooden plow which they sometimes pulled themselves. 
Modern planting and harvesting equipment utilizes power machinery such 
as self propelled combines and corn pickers which speeds up harvest. To 
take care of the surplus grain, huge elevators and bins have been built 
across the country-side. In 1959 Johnson and Larson Grain Co., which 
owns and operates the elevator, erected a huge aluminum grain storage 
building with a capacity of 22uv,000 bushels on ground pu‘chsed :rom the 
city north of the highway; and as of July 21, 1960, this building is full 
of grain. 


Probably the event to revolutionize the life of the farmer and his wife 
was the conung of the REA (Rural Electrical Association) to Republic 
County on Ociober 14, 1938. The use of electricity made farn living easier 
and more pleasant. This year the REA is celebrating 25 years of service. 


This community was vitally interested when ground-breaking cere- 
monies were held June 13, 1946, for the Harlan County Dam in Neoraska. 
The dam on the Republican River was a means of flood control and creat- 
ed irrigation possibilities. Dr. E. Porter Ahrens of Scandia, who had long 
been a promoter of the water conzvervation program, attended the cere- 
monies in Harlan County and has in his possession a spade used in turn- 
ing ground there. To augument the water control and irrigaticn facilities 
the Federal Government buiit Lovewell Lake on White Rock Creek. Con- 
struction was begun in 1955 and the dam was dedicated June 5, 1958. Since 
that time the I°ederal Reclaraation Bureau with of.ices in Scandia has 
planned and laid out a coimpiete system of irrigation canals which carries 
the water to make the fieids a sea of green during the hot summer day. 
Curing the year of 1960 the canals are being built or dug on the east side 
of the Republican River; the water from the lake being carried over the 
river in a steel pipe near the site of the Pawnee Monument. With the 
coming of irrigation corn yields have increased to nearly 100 bushels to the 
acre. Mr. and Mrs. J. Ek. Freed have demonstrated the possibiLties of truck 
farming in the valley when water is available. They bring their vegetables 
and melons to town to sell at their market. Their produce brings highest 
prizes at the N. C. K. Fair every year. 


The mayor of Scandia and the various members of the city council 
have made every effort to plan improvements for the town. In 1952 the 
streets were black topped and curb and gutter was built. That same year 
that city purchased the Rock Island Water tank and later moved it to the 
hill beside the old standpipe to increase the water supply. In 1959 a new 


city well was dug and the water lines extended to the new addition north 
of U. S. 36. In May of 1957, the city acquired two bu‘falo from the State 
Game Preserve at Garden City. When one of these buffalo escaped from 
its pen and had to be shot, it was butchered and part of the meat given 
to the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts to be used for a Buffalo Burger fry. The 
remainder of the meat was served at a free community supper later. 


A park has been established in the area of the Buffalo Pen with picnic 
tables, fireplace and gas lights making an attractive spot for tourt!sts to stop 
to rest. Other animals besides the four bu‘falo to be viewed are 3 red fox, 
a badger, 2 mouflon sheep, a red European deer, and some coyotes. 


Mention should be made of the Youth Center, which was conceived, 
planned out, and put into operation by the Teen-age group with a sponsor- 
ing adult group. The young people worked hard for a month getting the 
building in readiness and they have been pleased to receive many useful 
donations for their club room. The members elect their own officers, 
appoint the adult sponsors, and take care of all financial matters neces- 
sary. The Youth Center has been open for a little more than a year and 
has provided many happy, entertaining hours for the young folk of the 
community. 


Scandia has a very efficient Civil Defense Organization. Lee Loring 
Was the first chairman and the present one is Charles Cardwell. Weather 
warning committees are set up ior each day of the week and other com- 
mittees to cover every situation where help might be needed by some one 
in distress. 


There are a number of business firms new to Scandia in the last dec- 
ade or two which employ a considerable number of people. Included in 
this category are Reece Construction Co., Inc. Reece, Harwood and Moe, 
inc. Alsop Sand and Gravel Co.; The Scandia Rest Home; and the Johnson 
and Larson Grain Co. Probably the oldest business firms are Sanborn’s 
Lumber Co. and the F and R Store. 


The Kansas Confereice of the Augustana Lutheran church was held in 
the Scandia church in May of 1938 with delegates coming from as far as 
lansas City, Mo. and Denver, Colo. 


The 75th anniversary of the Amana Lutheran church came in September 
1948. Former pastors, who came to join in the observance were Dr. H. E. 
Sandstedt, Dr. Emil Swanson, Rev. J. J. Richards, Rev. M. C. Linnerson, 
and Dr. A. A. Larson. Rev. N. H. Pearson was the presiding pastor at that 
time. 


The 75th anniversary of the Methodist church was celebrated in June, 
1952, with an all day session. A retired Bishop spoke at the morning wor- 
ship hour, the afternoon service honored older members, and a Memorial 
Service was held for departed members. The evening climax came in the 
form of an Historical Pageant, “Our Church.” 


Through the years the membership has increased until the church 


facilities were inadequate especially for classrooms. So in October, 1958, 
the church embarked on a new $43,000 building program and added a new 
organ to the sanctuary, completing the building in 1959. At the consecra- 
tion services Bishop Dana Dawson was the speaker. 


There are now just two churches in Scandia, the Amana Lutheran 
church, with Reverend George E. Nielson as the pastor and the Methodist 
church with Reverend Ford R. Miller as the minister. 


It was a great day when Scandia was notified that the city had won 
.third place in the entire state in the Community Achievement Contest, 
sponsored by the General Federation 07 Women’s Club and the Sears-Roe- 
buck Foundation. The contest was instigated by the Sorosis Study Club 
and was entered into whole heartedly by all the organizations and individ- 
vals of the community. The slogan, “Beautify Scandia and Make It At- 
tractive To Tourists,” was adopted. All the participating organizations 
and the townspeople in general put in countless hours of hard work and 
planning to provide beautiful parks for tourists to stop to rest in; picnic 
and playground areas for the old and young; secured materials for a shelter 
house from the state; improved the Library and Museum; beautified and 
renovated vacant lots; established a Youth Center; improved al! existing 
public lots; preserved pioneer historical data; displayed seasonal decorations 
and promoted a feeling of cooperation and well-being among the entire 
citizenry. 


The third place carried a prize of $100 which is to be used for civic 
improvement. The prize was accepted by Miss Blanche Haggman at a 
State Federation meeting on April 18, 1960. 


The people of Scandia are unique in their intense desire to help any- 
one in distress. A few years ago when floods were prevalent all the able- 
bodied men in the community worked tirelessly until everyone whose home 
was undated was rescued and their belongings moved to higher ground. 
During the winter of 1960 when the highway west was blocked by snow- 
dritts, about two hundred tourists were stranded here. As soon as the 
word got around o. their plight, the American Legion Hall was opened and 
the townspeople came bringing soup and sandwiches, cots, and blankets to 
make the travelers comfortable until they were able to continue on their 
“way. This was accomplished under the direction of the Civil Defense. Re 
cently when a young farmer had a serious injury his neighbors and 
friends brought their machinery to plow and plant his fields while the 
women prepared a dinner at the church for the workers. And always when 
a death occurs in a family all help and sympathy is extended to the ber- 
eaved ones. Thus you may judge the character of the residents of Scandia. 


We have survived graft, stupidity, catastrophe, and the tricks of fate 
because men have had a constancy of purpose, a moral determination that 
has conquered all discouragement and doubt. 
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